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Sforza, being a boy of five. Nevertheless, Lodovico
was elected Duke of Milan. Not only did he suborn
the Parliament of Milan to that end, but he induced
the Emperor to confirm him in the title. To this the
Emperor consented, seeking to mask the unscrupu-
lous deed by a pitiful sophism. He expounded that
the throne of Milan should originally have been Lodo-
vico's, and never Galeazzo Maria's (Gian Galeazzo's
father), because the latter was born before Francesco
Sforza had become Duke of Milan, whereas Lodovico
was born when he already was so.
The obsequies of Gian Galeazzo completed, Charles
pushed on. From Florence he issued his manifesto,
and although this confined itself to claiming the King-
dom of Naples, and said no word of punishing the
Pope for his disobedience in crowning Alfonso and be-
ing now in alliance with him, it stirred up grave un-
easiness at the Vatican.
The Pope's position was becoming extfemely diffi-
cult; nevertheless, he wore the boldest possible face
when he received the ambassadors of France, and on
December gth refused to grant the letters patent of
passage through the Pontifical States which the French
demanded. Thereupon Charles advanced threaten-
ingly upon Rome, and was joined now by those turbu-
lent barons Orsini, Colonna, and Savelli.
Alexander VI has been widely accused of effecting
a volte-face at this stage and betraying his Neapoli-
tan allies; but his conduct, properly considered, can
hardly amount to that. What concessions he made to
France were such as a wise and inadequately sup-
ported man must make to an army ninety thousand